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‘What is subject to the work of distortion and rearrangement
in memory are not the childhood events (intrinsically
inaccessible), but the first traces of them. ... The result of the
secondary elaboration which is Freud’s interest here is the conscious memory: very precisely, the ‘screen

memory’. But to evoke this term (Deckerinnerung) is to indicate that it both covers over and presents
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the resurgence of something: precisely, the repressed’.
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Jean Laplanche, ‘A Short Treatise on the Unconscious’ [1993] translated by Luke Thurston, Essays on Otherness, edited by

John Fletcher (London: Routledge, 1999) pp. 84-116, p. 96.
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‘Writing: a way of leaving no space for death, of pushing back forgetfulness, of never letting oneself be O

surprised by the abyss. Of never becoming resigned, consoled; never turning over in bed to face the wall

and drift asleep again as if nothing had happened; as if nothing could happen. ... There is a language

thatIspeak or that speaks (to) me in all tongues. A language
at once unique and universal that resounds in each national
tongue when a poet speaks it. In each tongue, there flows milk
and honey. And this language I know. I don’t need to enter it,
it surges from me, it flows, it is the milk of love, the honey of
my unconscious. The language that women speak when no
one is there to correct them. ... In the language I speak. The

mother tongue resonates, the tongue of my mother ...

Hélene Cixous, ‘Coming to Writing’, [1977], in Hélene Cixous ‘Coming to writing’ and other essays, edited by Deborah Jenson,
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translated by Sarah Cornell, Deborah Jenson, Ann Liddle, Susan Sellers (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1991), pp. 1—58,

p-3and p. 21.
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